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Thursday, April 8, 2010 

16.30 – 19.30 Registration  

19.30 Welcome Reception 
 

Friday, April 9, 2010 

07:15  Registration 

09:00 – 11:00 Opening Ceremony 

11:00 – 12:00 Keynote Session: 
‘Human Rights in Nigeria: The Current State of Play’ Mr. Roland Ewubare, (Nigeria) 
National Human Rights Commission  
& 
‘The Intersection of Common Law and Sharia in the context of Protecting the rights of 
Women and Children’ Mrs. Maryam Uwais (Nigeria) 
 

12:00 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 A/1: The End of the Rule of Law? 
 
Chair: Mr. Ron Heinrich (Australia) 
TressCox Lawyers 
 
Speakers: 
1) Mr. Mohamed Husain (South Africa) 
President Commonwealth Lawyers 
Association & Knowles Husain Lindsay 
2) Mr. Chidi Odinkalu (Nigeria) 
Legal Officer Open Society 
3) Ms. Neha Pandya (United States), 
International Law Institute Uganda 

B/1: Corporate Governance 
 
Chair: Dr. Ige Bolodeoku (Nigeria)  
Faculty of Law University of Lagos 
 
Speakers: 
1) Dr. Paul Idornigie (Nigeria) 
Bureau of Public Enterprise 
2) Mr. Laurence Watt (UK) 
Charles Russell LLP 
‘ Good Corporate Governance after Enron' 
3) Dr. Nechi Ezeako (Nigeria) 
FINBank 
 

15:30 – 16:00 Refreshments 

16:00 – 17:30 A/2: Constitutionalism & the 
Commonwealth (Latimer House) 
Principles and Judicial Independence 
 

Chair:  Prof. Nnamdi Aduba (Nigeria) 
Nigeria Institute Advanced Legal Studies 
 
Speakers: 
1) Mr. Mark Guthrie (UK)  
Legal Advisor Legal & Constitutional 
Affairs Division Commonwealth 
Secretariat 
2) Hon. Mr. Justice Benjamin Odoki 

B/2: Corruption and Economic Crime  
 
 
 
Chair: Rt. Hon Mr. Chibudom Nwuche 
(Nigeria) 
 
Speakers: 
1) Mr. Colin Nicholls QC (UK) 
3 Raymond Buildings 
2) Mrs. Farida Waziri (Nigeria) 
 Executive Director Economic & Financial 
Crimes Commission Nigeria  
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(Uganda)  
Chief Justice of Uganda 
 

 

19:00 Gala Dinner (Optional) 
 

Saturday, April 10, 2010 

09:30 – 10:30 Keynote Session: 
‘The Maritime Masterplan & it’s Impact on the Gulf of Guinea’ Mr. Temisan Raymond 
Omatseye (Nigeria) Director General & Chief Executive National Maritime Administration 
& Safety Agency  
 
Chair: Mr. Chidi ILogu (Nigeria) Foundation Chambers 
 
Discussants:  
Mr. Olayode Delano (Nigeria) Akindelano Legal Practitioners 
 

10:30 – 11:00 Refreshments 

11:00 - 12:30  A/3: Transnational Crime  
 
Chair: Representative of President of 

Nigerian Bar Association 
 
Speakers: 
1) Mr. Shadrac Haruna (Nigeria) 
Legal Adviser Criminal Law Section Legal 
& Constitutional Affairs Division 
Commonwealth Secretariat 
‘Prosecuting Transnational Crime’ 
2) Mr. Phil Hackett (UK) 
3 Raymond Buildings 
‘Mutual Legal Assistance’ 
3) Mr. Harry Travers (UK) 
BCL Burton Copeland 
 
 

B/3: Natural Resources 
 
Chair: Prof. Yinka Omorogbe (Nigeria) 
Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation 
 
Speakers: 
1) Ms. Aisha Umar (Nigeria) 
Sterling Partnership Legal Practitioners 
‘Water: the new oil?’ 
2) Mr. Tunde Aribido (Nigeria) 
Shell  
’Petroleum Industry Bill: the way forward?’ 
3) Dr. Gbenga Oduntan (Nigeria) 
Lecturer University of Kent, UK 
‘Legal Regulation of Energy & 
Environmental Security in the Developing 
States of the Commonwealth’ 
 

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 A/4: Gender, Cultural, Sexual and  
Religious Rights in the 21st Century 
 
Chair: Ms. Alison Parkinson (UK)  
Former Chair Association of Women 
Solicitors UK  
  
Speakers: 

B/4: The Business of Law 
 
 
Chair: Mr. Bayo Ojo SAN (Nigeria)  
 
 
 
Speakers: 
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1) Justice AP Shah (India) 
Retired Judge High Court of New Delhi 
2) Ms Seno Isong Bamgbose (Nigeria) 
JK Gadzama & Partners  

 

1) Ms. Dawn Dixon (UK) 
Webster Dixon Solicitors 
2) Mr. Oluseun Abimbola (Nigeria) 
Prime Solicitors 
 

15:30 – 16:00 Refreshments  

16:00 – 17:30 A/5: Children’s Rights  
 
 
Chair: Ms. Boma Ozobia (Nigeria) 
Sterling Partnership Solicitors 
 
Speakers: 
1) Mr. Pius Madaki (Nigeria) 
CRAN 
2) Ms. Estelle Appiah (Ghana) 
Director Legislative Drafting 
Ministry of Justice Ghana 
‘Protecting the Rights of Children in 
Ghana’ 
3)  
 
 

B/5: Model Systems for Dispute 
Resolution in West Africa 
 

Chair: Mr. Layi Babatunde SAN (Nigeria) 
 
Speakers: 
1) Mr. Jeremy Ferguson (UK) 
Chanter Ferguson Solicitors 
‘Civil Mediation’ 
2) Mr. David Greene (UK) 
Edwin Coe LLP 
3) Hon. Justice Olasumbo O. Goodluck 
(Nigeria) 

19:00 Local Dinner (Optional) 
 

Sunday, April 11, 2010 

09:30 – 10:00 Coffee & Refreshments 

10:00 – 11:30 A/6: Access to Justice 
 
Chair: Mr. Inuwa Abdulkadir (Nigeria) 
Attorney General Sokoto State 
 
Speakers: 
1) Prof. Muhammad T Ladan (Nigeria) 
Professor Faculty of Law Ahmadu Bello 
University 
‘Access to Justice as a Human Right under 
the ECOWAS Community Law’ 
2) Ms. Toni Hancox (Namibia) 
Legal Aid Centre 
 

B/6: Advocacy & Courtroom Skills 
 
Chair: Mr. Celestine Omeila (Nigeria) 
 
Speakers: 
1) Mr. Graeme Mew (Canada) 
Nicholl Paskell Mede LLP 
2) Mr. Mark Barlow (UK) 
Garden Court North Chambers 
 

11:30 – 12:30 Closing Ceremony 
 


